
 
 

 
 
 

  A n  I l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  I S A W  S t u d e n t  W r i t i n g  I m p r o v e m e n t  
 

The following paragraphs, one that opens Reid Lamson’s ISAW pre-test essay and the other that opens his post-test 
essay, portray how Reid grows in his ability to read and analyze a non-fiction reading passage and create a thoughtful 
response to the issue identified in the prompt—the reading and writing task posed by the University of California’s 
Analytical Writing Placement Examination. Just these two paragraphs show what can happen when teachers teach 
analytic writing and critical reading by putting a laser focus on student improvement. 

 

 

H o n e s t   C o m m u n i c a t i o n  

Sh e d e s c r i b e s ma n y d i f f e r e n t co n f l i c t s .  Sh e st a r t s o u t b y d e s c r i b i n g 

how sh e ’ s f r om a sm a l l tow n  i n Ke n t u c k y a n d  i s no t at a l l a c o s t u m e 
to b i g c i t y  l i f e .  Sh e t a l k s ab o u t how sh e ’ s n e v e r b e e n on a p l a n e  
or a n e s c a l a t o r , o r e v e n a b i g b u s . 

In October, Reid’s introductory paragraph to his essay illustrates his inability to understand and respond to an author’s 
position.  His short, simple sentences convey his confusion with the task.  He also ignores his reader’s need for 
orientation to what the author has written. 
For the remainder of his essay, Reid writes three more paragraphs, two that restate parts of the passage with no 
analysis, and a concluding paragraph that mentions some general points of agreement with the author but are 
completely disconnected from what the writing prompt requires.  Reid was tremendously proud of this essay, not 
realizing then how much he had to work on in his reading and writing. 
 

 
 

T r u s t   Y o u r   F i r s t   I n s t i n c t  

How wou l d you react in an emer g en c y? That is a comp l i c ated quest ion 
for most peop l e because most peop l e haven’t been in an emer g en c y s ituat ion and  
don’t know exact l y how they wou l d react . Most peop l e wou l d l ike to th ink that 
they wou l d act qu i ck l y , and he l p who ever is in need .  But accord i n g to two 

professors named Dar l e y and Latane act i n g qu i ck l y or even act i n g is usua l l y not 

what happens . In the i r essay , “Why Peop l e Don’t He l p in a Cr i s i s ,” Dar l e y and 
Latane g i v e examp l e s , based on the i r resear ch , of what peop l e usua l l y do in an 

emer g en c y .  Dar l e y and Latane say , “the bystander’s react ions are shaped by the 
act ions of others and a l l too freq u ent l y by the i r ina ct ion ,” mean i n g peop l e don’t 
react on the i r f i rst inst i n ct and he l p . They usua l l y s it back and wa it for 

someone e l s e to make a move . 
Re i d Lam s o n 

 

In mid-May, Reid demonstrates in his opening paragraph that he understands the reading passage and can identify the 
author’s position.  His sentences illustrate his confidence, control, and ability to weave in a quotation from the text.  
He engages his reader from the outset.  
In the second paragraph of this essay, he analyzes one example the authors use to support their position. Reid ends the 
paragraph with a delayed claim that is in partial disagreement with the authors. He then develops a line of reasoning, 
using three example paragraphs that support his claim and flesh out his thinking.   Reid closes his essay in a way that 
invites the reader to keep thinking beyond what he has presented.  
Reid, by the way, was accepted to the United States Air Force Academy. 
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